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TOBACCO GROWERS MEET.

The Rocky Mount Convention Friday
was a Great Success—Resolutions
Adopted—The Plan to Fight the Trust.

Nearly two thousand farmers and
other persons interested in the cul-
tnre of tobaceo assembled at 1{0('1{.\'
Mount Friday to discuss the tobacco
ctuation and devise ways and means
of zetting better prit't'.\' for the weed.
(ireat enthusiasm ]:rt-vnih-nl. and the
resolutions, setting forth the plan
of action, were ;Illupt.ml ummimmssl,\'.
(ol. Cuningham presided and T. B.
Many
excellent addresses were made during

the

Parker was made secretary.
the day, the following being
more prominent speakers:  Messrs.
Cutchin, of Caswell: Dr. H. F. Free-
man, of Wilson: J. O. W. Gravely.
Rev. L. 1. Nash, Hon. B. H. Bunn,
of Rocky Mount; Hon. R. A, P. Col-
Ir_\‘. of .\‘u.-;h: \W. } I'url\'r*r. Uf ll!lli-
fax; 0. L. Joyner, of Pitt; J. E.
Pogue, W. P. Frank
Stronach, J. Bryvan Grimes, E. E.
Britton, R. M. Phillips, of Raleigh;
desse Brake, of Edgecombe; T. B.
Parker, of the Farmers’ Alliance:
Dr. J. T. Graves and J. A. Farmer,
of Wilson: M. W. Lincke, of Nash-
\'illu-.: J. J. Langhinghouse, of Pitt,
and I. M. Green. of Vance.

Batchelor,

We wish that we had space to give
an u';zt“h-- of eaeh of 1lu'-v .‘-I!l‘l‘(]hl'.ﬁ.
but the r ally important work of the
I'llr*t-{in;: was the agreement on a plan
tor united action of the farmers and
their allies. These resolutions were
"""il'i by President Graham, of the
State Alliance. the other members of
rhv_ committer bheing J. B. Phillips,
n‘f Nash; J. B. Coffield, of Martin;
E. Ij' Daughtridge, of Edgecombe;
H. B. Fergeuson, of Halifax; J. B.
I)j!\'ts. of Warren; Geo. W. Best, of
\\V:I}'m.: W. . LaRoque, of Lenoir;
;" |“-‘ Felton, of Bertie: J. J.
Anghinghonse, of Pitt- _ :
Dixon, of Wilson ¢ T.] ;ft’(ln‘:i-h Iolf
; . Gooen,
I_""Tll"-l"-'l: R. R. Warren, of Beau-
tort; W. B. The

resolutions {.

| Janiel, of Vance.
ow :

THE PLAN OF ACTION

f “}H-,n:-'"- the low price of leaf to-
A0 IS riinous to the interests of
a.."-',r" large number of the farmers
' North (farolina, and, whereas, the
:!_]‘:';'"’ of all our people are iden-
tieal,

])P\rkl' it resolved by the Farmers’

Ve .'\.‘::-;-J('iillitili

(oo 1 of North
aroling -

price of shares

Firet. That we protest against the
action of the American Tobacco
Company in putting the price of leaf
tobacco below the cost of produe-
tion,

Sceond. That we urge all elasses
of our ecitizens to lend their aid to
our oppressed brethren at this time.

Third. That we urge our farmers
to hold their tobacco as long as pos-
sible to once for
their own protection.

Fourth. That we solieit the aid of
our merchants, warchousemen and
capitalists in carrying out the plans
adopted by this body to afford relief
to our people.

Fifth.
felt thanks to the various mercantile
other bodies that
have expressed sympathy with us and

and organize at

That we tender our heart-

associations and

tendered their assistance,

Sixth. That local stoek companies
be formed to buy and _manufaeture
tobacco while it is below the cost of
produetion, these corporations to be
established in every tobacco section
which will enable the people at home
to control the tobacco situation. The
in these corpora-
tions will be five dollars each, put-
ting a share within the reach of even
the smallest tobacco grower.

The amount of the capital stock of
each separate corporation is to be
such as the stockholders desire, and
the purposes of the corporations are
set forth in the certificates as fol-
lows:

“The object for which this corpor-
ation is formed is to buy, sell, handle
and in any manner deal in and with
leaf and manufactured tobaceo; to
manufacture tobacco into plug, twist,
cigars, cigarettes, cheroots, smoking
tobacco and any and all forms. To
own, lease, erect, maintain and oper-
ate warehouses for the handling and
sale of leaf tobacco upon commis-
sion or otherwise, and also prize-
houses, stemmeries, and any and all
other houses or factories incident or
necessary in carrying on a general
tobaceo business. To own, lease,
erect, maintain and operate storgge
warehouses and to issue receipts for
tobacco stored and to advance money
or other ecredits upon such tobacco,
which receipts shall be transferable
and shall entitle the holder to the
property so.stored, or that part re-
maining after the payment of all ad-
vances and charges; such tobacco
may be redeemed and removed upon
presentation of the receipts and the
payment of the amounts advanced,
together with all incidental commis-

8ion and charges. Payments for to-
bacco purchased or advances on to-
bacco stored may be made in cash,
promissory notes redeemable at a
fixed time, stocks or bonds of the cor-
poration, or otherwise. To manu-
facture, bux. sell and othegwise deal
in any and all kinds of fertilizers,
phosphates, cotton seed meal and
farm supplies, to engage in the gen-
eral merchandise business either by
wholesale retail. To buy, own,
lease, sell, improve, rent, or otherwise

or

acquire or dispose of such real es-
tate as may be considered conveni-
ent, necessary or desirable; and to
do any and everything not prohibited
by the laws of the State of North
Carclina.”

“The ecorporation shall also have
power to cenduet its busiress in all
its branchcs, have one or more of-
fiees, and unlimitedly to held pur-
chase, mortgage and to convey real
and personal property in any State,
Territory or Colony of the United
States, and in any foreign country
or place.”

“No this

tion shall be individually or person-

stockholder of corpora-
ally liable for the debts, contracts,
torts or obligations of this corpora-
tion beyond the amount subscribed

by him.”

If- this tobacco should be left on
the hands of the corporations, they
could econvert it inio the manufaec-
tured product at a handsome profit,
as there ean be no question as to the
profits in such a business when the
new material is bought so far below
the cost of production.

These corporations could establish
storage warchouses for keeping to-
bacco and many farmers would take
stock in this business by putting in
tobacco as capital instead of cash.

Those farmers who may wish to
sell outright could take part cash
in payment and the balance In a
promissory note from the corpora-
tion, which they could use in reliev-
ing themselves and the merchants of
their pressing obligations. These
farmers who wish to hold their to-
bacco could have it dried, graded and
prized and secure advances on it;
and redeem their tobaceo later up-
on the presentation of warehouse
receipts the payvment of the
amounts advanced,together with com-
missions and charges and interest on
the money advanced.

and

It will not be the purpose of the
corporations interfere with the
warehouses in any way, as the buyers
for the corporations would go upon

to

-

the warehouse floors the same as the
other buyers.

Seventh. That we direct the ap-
pointmenf by the President of the
Association of an organizer for each
county,and that provision for the pay
of organizers be made by the Board of
Advisers.

P

REPORT OF THE STATE ALLIANCE
TOBACCO COMMITTEE

To the Alliancemen of the State.

Brethren :—We, your committee by
the State Alliance at Hillsboro the
13th inst., to attend the meeting of
tobaceco growers at Rocky Mount the
21st, beg to report that we have at-
tended to the duties for which we
were appointed.

The attendance at the meeting was
large, variously estimated at
Enthu-
siasm ran high and determination
secethed to be written on the faces of
all who were present. We subjoin
the report of the Committee on Reso-
lutions, and ask you to give it care-
ful consideration. [The resolution
appears elsewhere.—Editor.]

Especially do we ask you to be ac-
tive in reorganizing non-working
Sub Alliances, and strengthening
those now in working condition. We
deem this a critical period with the
farmers of the State, and especially
the tobacco farmers. Many of you
do not raise tobacco and are not di-
rectly interested in it, yet we should
remember that many of our brother
farmers are dependent on this erop
for the money required to meet their
educate their
children and otherwise provide for
Duty de-
mands that we should listen to their
appeals for help.
is strength.”

very
from 2,000 to 3,000 persons.

financial obligations,
themselves and families.

In “union their
The union of the farm-
ers in thorough and ecompaect organ-
ization can be made a strength ir-
resistible by any combination that
would oppress or erush them. Let us
again be the united people that we
were ten years ago, and we will have
nothing to fear at the hands of the
American Tobaceo Company. Again
we impress you with the importance
of holding your tobaeco until it will
sell at a remunerative price.
Fraternally,

JOHN GRAHAM,

J. E. PERSON,

I. M. GREEN,

T. B. PARKER,
Committee.

It is reported that Thomas A. Edi-
son has perfected a commercial
phonograph.
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